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5 DAYS
4 NIGHTS
3 WORLD F

Surfacing:

An

—XCursion

The Philippine countryside has long been
a favourite leisure stop for sun-loving local
and international nature enthusiasts. Easy
to see why: pristine white beaches, cool
green forests, arresting aquamarine seas
and rivers.

That 6s just on the surfa

and in its very intricate details lie the real
magic thatodos waiting

In the waters off Tubbataha Reefs, life is
bursting beneath the waves. In Puerto
Princesa, an otherworldly landscape of
bats, shapes and eerie wonders unfold on
the river, in a secret cavern burrowing
through the mountain. In Miag-ao Fortress
Church in lloilo,legends and storied history
are carved in detail on the very surface of
its facade.

All these await your discovery. Join us
and be one of the first.
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9-13 APRIL 2010 (NE)

15 -20 APRIL 2010 (SW)

Contribution per person: PhP 39,600

A discount
of 5% shall be awarded to bookings made 45 days before the trip date
or earlier.



PUERTO PRINCESA
UNDERGROUND RIVER

The Other World
Enter by banca (paddle boat) through the

southern Palawan shoreline into a darkly
fascinating landscape.

- Dubbed “St.Paul's" by a 19th-century English
seafarer because it reminded him of St.Paul’s
Cathedral

- At 8 km. leng, reputably the longest underground
river in the world

- Famous for its endless stalactites and stalagmites,
immaculately clear waters and eerily comforting
atmosphere

- Boasts some of the most famous limestone
karst formations in the world

- Flows directly into the sea

- Contains a full ‘mountain-to-sea’ ecosystem
with some of the most important forests in Asia

+ Declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site
in 1999

TUBBATAHA REEF

Sanctuary

An atoll coral reef located 98 miles Southeast
of Puerto Princesa City, Palawan, Tubbataha
is home 1o over one thousand species living
beneath the waters and the reef.

- lts dverse and danse ecosystem nvals Australia's
Great Barrier Reef, with 479 fish, 396 coral, 9
marine mammal and 7 seabird species

- Popular to divers for its “coral wall", a 100-meter
perpendicular drop; with extensive lagoons and
two coral islands

+ A sanctuary to colonies of hammerhead sharks,
manta rays, parmt fish, eels, sea turtles (pawikan)
and lionfish

+ "Tubbataha" combines two Samal words to
mean “a long reef exposed at low tide"

- Second Philippine spot declared as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, in 1993, after the Banaue
Rice Terraces

The Frtress

Located in the municipality of Miag-ao in lloilo,
it was built in 1786 and later used for defensive
purposes by the town and its people against
raids by the Moros, hence its being dubbed
Miag-ao Fortress Church,

- Made from yellow-colored sandstone, it has thick
walls, and rumored secret passages

- Built using yellow-orange sandstone in a
Baroque-Romanesque style; completed in 1797

+ Has withstood all earthquakes and typhoons
since its construction more than 200 years ago

+ Fagades include intricate depictions of
Miagaowanon life during the time, native flora
and fauna

- Declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1993
for its tropical baroque architectural style, an
impressive assimilation of Spanish and native
influences

CAGAYANCILLO

A municipality in Palawan, Cagayancillo is

strategically located at the mouth of Tubbataha

Reef, which falls under its jurisdiction:

* Previously known as Cagayanes Island

* Composed of saver small islands—Dondonay,
Boombong, Manucan, Arena, Calusa, Cavili
and the main island of Cagayancillo

* Also known for its unusual rack formation, a
result of its emergence from the sea due to
tectonic plate movement:

The Navorca, our home for the next 5
days of our journey. She is a 7Xooter
motor launch with complete naviga-
tional equipment, sleeping bunks, rest-
rooms & showers, and a kitchen with
generous food provision.
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To keep the Tubbataha Reefs alive and
well-managed, we have to raise the funds
needed to operate its management office
and ranger station.

For several years now, scuba divers
have been paying user fees to help
pay for Tubbataha’s expenses. But

this has never been enough.

The World Heritage Expeditions were designed by
WWEF, with expert advice from ecotourism outfitter An-
ton Carag, to create an exciting package that will open
up the Cagayancillo micro-archipelago and Tubbataha
Reefs to non-divers for the first time ever. Our goal is to
show commercial tour operators that a non-diver pack-
age is a viable product. The hope is that, with the sup-
port of such tour groups, Tubbataha Reefs will raise
sufficient funds each year to pay for itself.

Aboard the WWF research vessel, MV Navorca, each trip on
the 2010 expedition season will cover 5 days, 4 nights and 3
World Heritage Sites - The Puerto Princesa Underground
River, Miag-ao Church and, of course, the Tubbataha Reefs.
The route will take participants through a marine lake on
outriggers, past soaring livestone cliffs, near vast flocks of
seabirds, around an archaeological site, a Spanish-era fort
and a fortress church. Expedition supporters will also be
among the first non-divers to snorkel above the bottomless
drop-offs of Tubbataha Reefs, in the very womb of the Sulu
Sea.

Clearly, this trip not only gives nature a chance to show off
its beauty, it also gives you the chance to show how deeply
you care. |t is a trip that shc
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WHAT IS A WORLD
_ HERITAGE SITE?
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World Heritage Sites are nominated
and voted upon for inclusion by the
UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization) World Heritage

Nominated sites must have “outstanding universal
value™ and meet at least one of ten criteria. Just

Committee for their outstanding it

universal apo rtance. I “to represent a masterpiece of human

creative genius”

“to exhibit an important interchange of
human values, over a span of time or within
a cultural area of the world, on developments
in architecture or technology, monumental
arts, town planning or landscape design”

“to bear a unique or at least exceptional
testimony to a cultural tradition or to a
civilization which is living or which has
disappeared”

“to contain superlative natural phenomena
or areas of exceptional natural beauty and
aesthetic importance”

(o]
Q
BN
=
o‘.
(]
o

“to contain the most important and
significant natural habitats for in-site
conservation of biological diversity, including
those containing threatened species of
outstanding universal value from the point
of view of science or conservation”

World Heritage Sites currently number 644 cultural,
162 natural and 24 mixed properties all over the world.
These include forests, mountains, lakes, deserts,
monuments, buildings, complexes and whole cities.
It is in the interest of the international community and
all World Heritage countries that these sites be
preserved for future generations of humanity.

The 3 sites on the trip easily meet these criteria.
But you can find out firsthand when you join the
WWEF-Philippines World Heritage Expedition.
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' € WHERE TO?

From Manila to Puerto Princesa,
Tubbataha to Cagayancillo, then
to lloilo and back to Manila (or the
other way around), we will be
tra‘i_ifng;an 1esn.[?u ated 870 miles

CAGAYANCILLO

PUERTO PRINCESA

{ TUBBATAHA

/



Miag- ao, lloilo
Miag- ao Fortress Church (WHS)
Lunch at Breakthrough
Shopping stops at Sinamay House and lloilo Trade Pavilion
Overnight en route

Cagayancillo, North Sulu Sea, Palawan
Liyang Cave archaeological site
Lunch and dinner on board Navorca
Cave spelunking, paddle banca trip in the marine lake
Overnight (anchored at lagoon)

Cagayancillo, North Sulu Sea, Palawan
Cagayancillo limestone facade and historical tour
Lunch and dinner on board Navorca
Visit to SW cliff, town, Spanish church & fort, snorkeling
Overnight en route

Sulu Sea, Palawan
Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park (WHS)
Lunch on board Navorca
Snorkeling, visit to ranger station, bird watching
Overnight en route

Puerto Princesa City, Palawan
Puerto Princesa Underground River (WHS)
Lunch at Sabang beach, dinner at Kalui Restaurant
Optional day tour (local shops, market, City Museum)
Overnight on board Navorca, depart for Manila the next
day
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Puerto Princesa City, Palawan

Puerto Princesa Underground River (WHS)

Lunch at Sabang beach, dinner at Kalui Restaurant
Optional day tour (local shops, market, City Museum)
Overnight en route

Sulu Sea, Palawan

Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park (WHS)

Lunch on board Navorca

Snorkeling, visit to ranger station, bird watching
Overnight en route

Cagayancillo, North Sulu Sea, Palawan

Cagayancillo limestone facade and historical tour

Lunch and dinner on board Navorca

Visit to SW cliff, town, Spanish church & fort, snorkeling
Overnight (anchored at lagoon)

Cagayancillo, North Sulu Sea, Palawan

Liyang Cave archaeological site

Lunch and dinner on board Navorca

Cave spelunking,snorkelling,paddle banca trip in marine lake
Overnight en route

Miag- ao lloilo

Miag- ao Fortress Church (WHS)

Lunch at Breakthrough

Shopping stops at Sinamay House and lloilo Trade Pavilion
Depart for Manila



